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HAPPY NEW YERR

Haryana Review
wishes its readers a
very happy, healthy and
prosperous New Year
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Global chanting of
verses marks
Gita Mahotsav

Every year on the since 2016
celebrated on the Shukla
Ekadashi, the 1ith day of the
Waxing maon..

Haryanu takes
Covid by the horns

After the first case of COVID-19
was reported in Haryana

on March 17, 2020, the

state government made a
resounding war cry to spread a
word of coution.. P

Aﬁrlcuiture gets
-round boost

FPOs settobea
game changer for
Haryana farmers

The income of farmers in
Haryana is set to get a major
boost thanks to the Famers
Producer Organisations (FPOs).
The state gavernment has
decided to set up. P7
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By PARVEEN K MODI

inally, the Corona-cursed 2020

has made way for 2021, Not

that all bad and nothing good
happened during the year. When
historians sit down to record the his-
tory of Haryana. the year we have
left behind will stand out as much
tor the front-footed efforts made by
the Manohar Lal Govemment fo
squelch the deadly virns as much
as for some the first-time decisions
which earned Haryana the sobri-
quet of a rendsetter. Decidedly, the
year will be etched in memory for
the fight with Corona, notable gains
made, milestones crossed, and ex-
amples set by Haryana for the peer-
states to emulate.

Captains of all ships, they say,
are great when the seas are calm.
But it is in stormy seas that their
mettle is tested. We had the Chief
Minister, Mr Manohar Lal, leading
from the front, convert the chal-
lenge posed by the fight against
Corona inte an opportunity,
earn the state acclaim and awards.
The stupendous effort made in de-
feating the virus won Haryana the
SKOCH Gold Award. Besides,
headline decisions taken during
the year perched Haryana on the
high bench of progressive states
and the state scored big on social
indicators, a fact underscored by
NITI Aayog.

Between the first Cabinet meet-

HSIIDC BEATS COVID, TAKES

o A LEAP FORWARD
= m@ Evolving a “new normal”

“2021 would be observed
DG on otoor

implementation of various

Good Governance reforms

implemented during 2020."
Manohar Lal
Chief Minister

ing of the year held on Jammary 3,
2020 —second of the Manohar Lal
Government 2—and last on De-
cember 23. 2020. the focus ranged
from social welfare to pressing gas
on refonns and taking historic de-
cisions. The herse of reforms has
been in full trot. More than 40 Good
Governance Reforms were rolled
out during the year. Beginning with
setting up of the Citizen Resources
Information Department. the year
closed with the ERP system rolled
out by the Information, Public Re-
lations and Languages Departinent.

The milestone decisions that
marked the year include 75 per cent
reservation for local candidates
seeking jobs in the private sector
which would go a long way in ad-
dressing the problem of joblessness
in the state. Cast in law with the
state Assembly passing the Haryana
State Employment of Local Candi-
dates Bill, 2020, it makes it manda-
tory for every employer to employ

NEW INDUSTRIAL POLICY
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FORGET CORONA,

2021 INHERITS RICH
LEGACY TO BUILD ON

75 per cent local candidates for the
posts where the gross monthly sal-
ary or wages are not more than Rs.
50,000 or as notified by the govern-
ment from time to time,

Some others of the ilk include
giving women 50 per cent partic-
ipation in the panchayat elections
and giving people the right to recall
such sarpanches and members of the
block-level panchayat samitis and
district-level zila parishads as fail to
perform; raising social security pen-
sions to Rs 2,250; and more crops
being brought under BBY,

The year also brought the state
laurels. Haryana topped the Energy
Efficiency Index-2019; its power
discoms logged higher ratings; and
the state’s performance on Social
Development Goals was duly ac-
knowledged by the NITI Aayog and
the Chief Minister was lauded.

In aggregate, the Coroua-ravaged
2020 has bequeathed a rich legacy
for the New Year to build on. *The
year 2021 would be observed as
‘Sushasan Parinam Varsh'
which officers and employess wi
be trained to ensure successful im-
plementation of various Good Gov-
ermance reforms implemented during
2020," the Chief Minister says.

Given its intentions and plans,
lent lungs by none other than the
Chief Mimister on Good Gover-
nance Day, the state govermment
seems determined to make the New
Year anaus mirabilis, a Latin term
which means a wonderful year.

Haryanawins accolades for e-Governance

By AJAY BHARDWAJ

e Haryana Govermment's de-
termined and persistent efforts
to employ e-Governance to de-

liver citizen-centric services in a time-
bound and hassle-free manner, have
won accolades. The President. Mr.
Ram Nath Kovind, has awarded Ex-
cellence in Digital Goverance Award
to the ambitious Antyodaya Saral
Project of the state. Earlier thiz year,
this project had bagged ‘Gold Award®
in the category of “Excellence in pro-
viding Citizen-centric Delivery’.
Antvodaya Saral is a Government
to Citizen (G2C) public service de-
livery platform on which people can
apply for 549 schemes and services
offered by about 40 government
departments, boards and corpora-
tions through the online portal. at
the nearest Common Service Centre

(CSC) orat the 117 Antyodaya Saral
Kendras mun by the government.

Dr. Rakesh Gupta, Project Direc-
tor, Chief Minister's Good Gover-
nance Associates, said the Antyo-
daya Saral platform was developed
completely in-house by NIC Hary-
ana and technical teams of the
concerned departments. The portal
Las been built on the Service Plus
framework which was also con-
ferred Digital India Award under the
‘Exemplary Product’ category.

Simce the launch of the portal,
there has been visibility of over
3.4 crore applications for schemes/
services across the state. More than
5.5 lakh applications are received
through the Antyodaya Saral por-
tal on a monthly basis. In addition
to that. citizens are sent more than
20 lakh proactive SMSs per month
informing them about the status
of their applications. Over 97,000

erievances pertaining to service de-
livery have been received through
the helpline. 96 per cent of which
have been resolved.

The citizens have given Antyo-
daya Saral an overall satisfaction
rating of 4.3 on a scale of 5 through
the antomated IVRS feedback calls
made to them. The performance of
each department and distriet is re-
viewed against the timelines defined
under the Right to Service Act. The
reviews are condueted by the CM Of-
fice on a monthly basis with DCs at
the district level and nodal officers of
departments at the headquarters. Dr.
Gupta asserted that the Chief Min-
ister, Mr. Manohar Lal. also reviews
the 2 on a regular basis.

Haryana is a leader in efficient
public service delivery for all G2C
services and schemes, and these
awards/recognitions bear testimony
to the sam&il added.

New Year brings

along...

® Single fee for

competitive exams:
Preparing for the HPSC
and HSSC entrance
exams? You will have to
pay fees only once for
all these exams in the
next three years. There
will be no separate fee
for separate posts. After
three years, you would
have to register yourself
again,
Cheaper education
loans: Students would be
able to take education
loans under the Credit
Guarantee Scheme at 7.5
per cent rate of interest.
Higher education loans
would also be available
to those studying in
Haryana institutes.
If any student is not
able to repay the loan,
repayment would be
made from the Haryana
Credit Fund.
Allowances raised: The
monthly allowance for
Arjuna, Dronacharya
and Dhyan Chand
awardees has been
hiked from Rs 5,000 to
Rs 20,000 per month.
Besides, Rs 5,000
allowance will be given
to Bhim awardees from
Jan 1; and winners of
Tenzing Norgay National
Adventure Award will
start getting Rs 20,000
per month.
Registry at any tehsil:
You would be able to get
property registered at
any tehsil office in your
district from April 1
onwards.
More horti crops under
MBBY: From January
1 the Mukhyamantri
%wani N ERGIEGE]
will cover 20 crops,
including 14 vegetables
(tomato, onion, potato,
cauliflower, peas,
carrots, okra, bottle
Euurd bitter gourd,
rinjal, green chilli,
capsicum, cabbage
and radish), two spices
(turmeric, garlic) and
four fruits (mango.
kinnow, Indian plum,
guava). The cover under
the scheme would be
Rs 30,000 per acre
for vegetables and Rs
40,000 per acre for
fruits, The farmer would
have to contribute only
2.5 per cent of the sum
assured.
30-day deadline for CLU:
Beginning January 1,
the Town and Country
Planning Department
has fixed 30-day
deadline for granting
change of land use (CLU),
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GLOBAL CHANTING OF VERSES MARKS GITA MAHOTSAY

HARYANA REVIEW BUREAU

very vear on the since 2016
celebrated on the Shukla Eka-
dashi. the 11th day of the wax-
ing moon of the lunar Margashirsha
month, during the International Gita
Mahotsav, Kuwukshetra resonates
with the lessons of Bhagwad Gita
which was revealed to Arjuna by
Lord Krishna before the batile of

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister, Mr
Haryana Tourism and Education Mini.

Shrimad Bh agavad Gita during the International Gi

Mahabharta commenced.

Started five years ago in 2016
with the initiative of Chief Minister
Manohar Lal, the Gita Mahotsava
every vear is a distinct religious-cul-
tural festival that attracts scholars,
religious gurus, students to hamp
on the philosophy of the Bhagavad
Gita in its varied hues.

The International Gita Mahot-
sava - 2020 commenced in Kuruk-
shetra, Haryana with the chanting of

i Ram Thakur (Third
Mr Kanwar Pal

fering p
Mahotsavin

mantras and blowing of the conch.
The five-day event was inaugu-
rated by Chief Minister of Himachal
Pradesh. Jai Ram Thakur, Haryana
Tourism and Education Minister
Kanwar Pal, Member of Parliament,
Nayab Singh Saini, MLA Subhash
Sudha, Geeta Manishi Swami Gya-
nanand Ji, Swami Shankaracharya
Lokesh Muni on December 21 with
the worship of the holy scripture
Gita and taking a sip of the holy wa-

Haryana Tourism and Education Min
performing rituals at Brahma Sarovar d

ter of Brahmasarovar. As Covid-19
cast its shadow on the festival most
of the events including that of essay
writing, Gita recitation, speeches,
dialogues, painting competitions
were organized by the Education
Department through the online sys-
tem. These competitions were held
from December 11 to December 19
at the District-Level and from De-
cember 20 to December 21 at the
State-Level.

Mr Jai Ram Thakur, and
Mr Kanwar Pal,
g the mahotsa

However, the high point of the
festival was the global recitation
of 19 verses of Gita collectively by
55,000 school students at 12 noon
on December 25 to create a unique
world record.

In this Global Gita recitation, 50
students each from 50 schools each
from 21 districts and 9000 students
from District Kurukshetra were
comnected online  simultaneously
through social media. YouTube ete.

Chief Minister Mr Manohar Lal performing pooja of Shrimad Bhagavad Gita during the

International Gita Mahotsav in

kshetra. b

ter of State for Sports and Youth Affairs Mr

Sandeep Singh and Gita Manishi Swami, Shri Gyananand Ji Maharaj are also seen in the picture
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By SHAGUN KAPOOR

here is a dechine i road acci-
dents in Haryana. As per the
details contaimed m ‘Road
accidents in India 2019" prepared
by the Transport Research Wing
(TRW) of the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways, out of
29 States of India. Haryana is one
among them where road accidents.
deaths and injuries are the lowest
as compared to the other States.
Deaths due to road accidents in
2019 witnessed a decline as com-
pared to the previous year despite
a very high rate of growth of auto-
mobiles. Therefore, in percentage
terms, the number of accidents de-
creased by 3.86 per cent. Death rate
has decreased by 0.20 per cent and
injuries have decreased by 3.85 per
cent over that of the previous year,
The annual report ‘Roads acci-
dents in India 2019° provides infor-
mation on accidents related deaths

and injuries, based on information
supplied by the Police Depart-
ments of States and UTs in a set
of standardized formats approved
by the Committes on Road Safety.
The latest report overviews causes
of road accidents and initiatives
taken by the Central government.

Haryana reported 10,944 road
accidents in 2019 in which 5057
persons were killed. In 2018, the
total number of road accidents oc-
curred were 11,238 in which 5.118
persons were killed. The data also
revedled that the State accounted
for around 3.3 per cent of the total
accident related deaths in 2019 as
against 3.4 per cent in 2018.

During the period of 2018-19,
the munber of road accidents. per-
soms killed and injured in million
plus cities was also recorded by the
TRW. Faridabad of the State is one
of the cities which was ranked 35th
in 2019 where 689 total road ac-
cidents occurred. The city ranked
26th in 2018.

Mr Anurag Agarwal

MD, HSIIDC

Luto in the posi

ID 19 situation
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New industrial polic
Rs 1L erinvestment, 5 lakh

HARYANA REVIEW BUREAU

ming o attact nvestment

worth more than Rs 1 lakh

crore and generate 5 lakh jobs
mn the state. the Haryana Enterprises
and Emg:lo}’mem Policy 2020, seeks
to establish the state as a competitive
and favoured mvestment destina-
tion. achieve regional development
and provide livelihood opporfumnities
to its people twough resilient eco-
nonue developiment.

The Haryana Cabinet which
met under the chairmanship of the
Chief Minister, Mr Manohar Lal,
i Chandigath on December 23,
appmvetl} the Harym]lla Enterprises
and Emplovment Policy 2020.

The policy will focis on build-
mg a resilient econommy on the back
of robust industrial growth. Tt seeks
10 leverage opporfunities arising
out of changes in global economic
order and align industrial @rowth
m the state with nafional imitiatives
such as Atmanirbhar Bharat Mis-
sion. The policy takes cognizance
of the emerging trends in supply
chain, electric mobility, agi-tech,
ereen manufachuring and climate
change and healthcare and pharma
and other new avenues for growth.

With a view to ensuring time-
ly delivery of services to the -
vestors. 41 new services will be
included in the Haryana Right to

HARYANA REVIEW BUREAU

he Haryana Cabinet which et

I nnder the chairmanship of the

Chief Minister, Mr Manohar

Lal. on December 23, 2020 approved

implementation of the Delhi-Panipat

Corridor of Regional Rapid Trans-
port System (RRTS).

Services Act. 2014. The Single
Window System will be further
strengthened with the integration
of additional 36 new services.

The policy emphasizes the need
for a balanced regional growth
across the state. The state has been
divided into 4 categories of blocks
based on industrial development.
‘A’ category blocks comprising
mdustrially developed areas. ‘B’
category blocks comprising arcas
of intermediate development, ‘C’
category blocks comprising in-
dustrially backward areas, and ‘D’
category blocks comprising indus-
trially most backward areas.

Graded incentives will be pro-
vided in these calezory blocks
(maximum in ‘D’ category blocks).
The categorization now 1s *A’ cal-
ecory-13 (earlier also 13), ‘B’ cat-
egory-21 (earlier 23), *C’ catego-
1y- 40 (earlier 56), ‘D category-66
(earlier 66).

This policy places special em-
phasis on  development of the
MSME sector and their business
growth. It envisages bringing up a
paradigm shift from being a reg-
ulator to a facilitator of MSMEs.
The state zovernment has under-
taken several initiatives to assist the
MSME sector in becoming globally
competitive. The cluster develop-
ment, enhancing market linkages
and international  collaboration.
enhancing access to infiastucture

The total length of the Delhi-Pani-
pat Corridor of RRTS is 103.02 kms
and it will have 17 stations, including
six i Delhi and 11 in Haryana. The
construction and commissioning of
the RRTS will be undertaken in two
stages—Sarai Kale Khan to Murthal,
mcluding Muwthal Depot (58.28
Km). and Murthal to Panipat, mchd-
ing Panipat Depot (44.74 Km).

and technology. resulatory simphi-
fication, infrastrucnire support and
fiscal incentives ate envisaged to
provide an impetus to the mowth
of MSME sector in the state and to
promote entrepreneurshnp.

To reduce the cost of doing
business in the state and enhance
industry competitiveness . the pol-
icy offers an array of aftractive
fiscal incentives to MSME, large.
mega and ulira-mega enterprises.
exporting units, thrust sector enter-
prises, essential sector enterprises,
import substimition enterprises and
identified service enterprises.

The incentives include but are
not limited to investment subsidy
in lieu of Net SGST, interest sub-
sidy. stamp duty refund, electricity
duty refund, employment subsidy
and technology acquizition sup-
port. amongst others, Ultra-Mega
and Mega and Cluster projects as
defined vnder this policy will also
be considered by Haryana Enter-
prises Promotion Board (HEPB)
for special package of incentives.

To further promote the nation-
al movement of ‘Ammanirbhar
Bharat’, concession on land price
may also be provided to eligi-
ble enterprises supporting import
substitution, I support of micro
enterprises for generating employ-
ment opportumties for youth at
their doorstep in mual areas, the
Haryana Gramin Udyogik Vikas
Yojna will be introduced. The pol-
icy also offers enhanced incentives
to women and SC-led micro en-
terprises and starf-ups to promote
inclusive economic development
of the state.

The policy will consider auto.
auto components and light engi-
neering. agro-based, food process-
ing and allied indusiry, textiles and
apparels, electronic system design
and manufacturing (ESGM), De-
fence and aerospace manufactur-
ing, phammaceutical and medical
devices, chemical and petrochemi-
cals and large-scale energy and date
storage as thrust sectors with in-
crease in emphasis and assistance.

aims at

obs

Salient features

@ Toreduce the cost
of doing business,
Haryana's new
industrial policy offers
an array of fiscal
incentives to MSME,
large, mega and ultra-
mega enterprises,
exporting units,
thrust, essential and
import substitution
enterprises.
Under the policy,
41 new services will
be included in the
Haryana Right to
Services Act, 2014.
Single Window
System will be further
strengthened with
the integration of
additional 36 new
services.
To ensure balanced
regional growth,
the state has been
divided into 4
categories of blocks
based on industrial
development.
With an eye on
development of the
MSIME sec&ar, tEe‘
policy seeks to bring
about a paradigm shift
in the role of the state
from being a regulator
to facilitator
Itidentifies some
thrust sectors for
increased assistance.
These include auto,
auto components
and light engineering,
agro-based food
processing and
allied industry,
textiles and apparels,
ESGM, Defence
and aerospace
manufacturing.

Stitched with
stakeholders’
suggestions

By PARVEEN K MODI
and woof

titched with the war
of suggestions and proposals
made by various stakeholders,
inchiding captains of industry and
mndustry associations, which keep
lending Inngs to the sentiments of
industry, the Haryana Enterprises
and Employinent Policy, 2020, has
been hammered into shape after in-
depth rounds of discussions led by
the Chief Minister, Mr Manohar Lal.
Keen on knowing their views and
etting constructive suggestions, the
Chief Minister. accompaniad by the
Deputy Chief Minister, Mr Duslyant
Chantala, met and *who 15 who' of
Haryana industry. including Maruti
Udyog, their representative bodies,
officials involved in putting the pol-
icy together and its nnplementation,
and vanous other stakehiolders.
Official sources told Haryana Re-
view that most of the suggestions re-
cerved from various stakeholders on
the draft policy had been meomporated,
The draft policy had been put in the
public domain twice for inviting sug-
gestions and conmnents from industry
veterans, industry bodies and associa-
tons, government departments, public
representatives, especially MPs and
ML As. and individual businesses.
“Majority of the suggestions re-
ceived pertained to fiscal incentives
offered mn the draft for various cat-
egories of industies. The recom-
mendations alse concermed spurting
arowth of starr-ups and entrepre-
nenrship in the state. These focused
on developing industrial infrastrue-
ture and fueling innovation in the
industrial landscape”. an official
spokesman told Haryana Review.
Even while putting together the
draft Harvana Enterprises and Em-
ployment Policy-2020 an extensive
exercise had been undertaken. in-
volving the stakeholders. Sugges-
tions were incorporated in the draft
from 151 industrial associations, 25
top corporate houses and national
level bodies-FICCL PHD, CII &
NASSCOM. Three meetings at the
level of 18 concerned administrative
secretaries were also held.

The Chief Minister, Mr Manohar Lal, presiding over Cabinet meeting in Chandigarh

e PanpatCorid gefsfhenod

The project will facilitate effi-
cient and effective movement of a
large number of people into vastly
congested places and provide imi-
portant links for residents of urban/
sub-urban nodes in Harvana to ac-
cesy services and facilities in towns
and cities of the region, while bring-
ing accelerating economic develop-
ment of these urban nodes.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
AMBIT WIDENED
Widening the ambit of affordable
housing. the Cabinet approved a
proposal regarding amendment in
the Affordable Housing Policy-2013
notified under section 9-A of Hary-
ana Development and Regulation of
Urban Areas Act 1975 for change in
Minimum Area Limit. Project Area
Limit and Increase in Commercial
Component and Parking Provisions.
As per the amendments. the max-
i area it of project under Af-
fordable Housing has been increased
from L0 acres to 30 acres. The mun-

i area linit for setting up of Af-
fordable Group Housing Colony has
been reduced from 5 acres to 4 acres,
It is pertinent to mention that although
the minimum area norm is being pro-
posed to be reduced from 5 acres to 4
acres yet the colonmizer will provide the
comumnity building as per the norms
preseribed for 5 acres. Further, com-
ity buildings shall be provided as
per the norms for Internal Conumnity
Buildings as per pohicy, where popu-
lation exceads 10,000 m a colony. As
per the amendment, now the comimer-
cial area has now been increased from
4 pe to 8 pe of Net Planued Area.
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Create 25K new
job cards, CM
tells officers

The Chief Minister, Mr
Manahar Lal, has di-
rected officers to take
effective steps to further
empower the self-help
groups. While addressing
a state-level review meet-
ing of the Disha Commit-
tee in Chandigarh, he said
that each member of the
self-help group should be
given amonthly irncome
of at l=ast Rs 5.000. Steps
should also be taken to
make 25,000 new job
cards. Under the NRE-
GA scheme in 2019, an
amount of Rs 388 crore
was spent, whereas, in

2020 despite pandemic,
expenditureof Rs 621
crore wasmade. In 2019,
364 workersand in
2020, 5.62 workers were
provided work.

Can give leevan
Pramaan Patra
up to Feb 28

With a view to providing
relief to the pensioners of
the state, the Chief Minis-
ter has decided to extend
the date of submission

n Pramaan Patra
| life certificates for
Por sioners] up to Febru-
ary 28, 2021, Disclosing
this, an official spokesper-
son said that in 2 view of
the COVID-1% pandemic,
pensioners had been giv-
en time from November
1, 2020 to February 28,
2021 to submit Jesvan
Pramaan Patra{life cartif-
icate). Pensicners would
ke dishursad pension by
the Pension Disbursing
Autharity (PDA) during
the pericd mentionad
above, the spokesperson
added.

Officers told to
expedite process
for homes

Mr Manohar Lal has
ith

eofficersto
he process
rovi iding homes to

ligible beneficiaries of
Vimukt Ghumantu Jati
under Hausing for All De-
partment. While presid-
ing over a review meeting
of the Vimukt Ghumantu
Jati Vikas Board, hedi-
rected the afficers to set
up a Dedicated Grievanc-
es Commi For Wikt
Ghumantu Jati in every
district of the state as

per the directions of the
Central Government. He
urged the people of Vi-
mukt Ghumantu Jatis to
get themselves registered
for Parivar Pehchan Patra
(PPP) so that they can
avail themselves of rmax-
imum benafits of various
government schemes,

By AJAY BHARDWA)

fler the first case of

COVID-19 was reported

in Harvana on March 17,
2020, the state government made
a resounding war cry to spread
a word of caution to one and all
even as the state health machinery
immediately swung into action to
meet the onslanght of pandemic.

From the date of inception of
COVID-19 case in Haryana, the
numbers have been increased to
257644 out of which 248935 cas-
es have been cured whereas 2717
deaths have occurred so far

However. the state has been
witnessing a drop in its daily
Covid-19 tally for almost a month

One of the mest redeeming fea-
tures of the pandemic in Haryana
has been that mortality rate has
been lhovering around ome per
cent. Though it touched 2.08 per
cent in April, 2020, vet as the state
lhealth department swung into ac-
Hon to combat the pandenme it
soon declined though after a series
of precautionary measures were
put m place. In June the mortality
rate went below one per cent and
touched the lowest so-far at point
62 pet cent,

Mahendragarh (0.3%). Soni-
pat(0.5%), Rewmi (0.6%) Gum-
gram (0.6%). Faridabad (0.9%%)
Palwal (0.5%) were among the
districts where mortality rate has
Lept lower than the overall mortal-
ity rate of the state.

Already. the Haryana Govern-
ment has strengthened the swveil-
lance and contral measures against
the disease as a result of which the
recovery rate has been close to 96
per cent. Some of the major dis-
tricts which recorded higher rate of
recovery have been Mahendragarh
(98.4%). Hisar (96.4%). Gurugram
(95.3%4), Fandabad (96%), Blu-
wani (95.2%). and Sirsa (95.4 %),

In order to identify the silent
caniers of the virus the health de-
partment intensified its campaign
for collecting samples following
which on an average 20,000 to
25,000 samples are collected every
day, In all about 43 lakh samples
have been collected so far which
has helped a big way to identify
the extent to which

The age wise distribution of
COVID-19 Cases in Haryana
represent that the highest number
(64340) of cases reported in Hary-
ana belongs to the age group 25-34
vears while the deaths were max-
mmnm (1456) in the age group of
55-75 years.

Till the last reports, districts
Gumgram  (including 14 Tnal-
ians). Faridabad, Hisar, Sonipat,
Rohtak_Ambala, Rewari. Karnal
Panipat, Panchkula (including 21
Foreign Retumee), Kumbkshetra,
Sirsa, Mahendragarh. Bhiwani and
Yomunanagar were sharing the
major part of total COVID-19 cas-
es n the state.

In fact, soon after the lock-
down the Haryana goverunent got
cracking on fighting the pandemic
with many ouf of the box ideas like
formation of a Corona Relief Fund
which enswred timely  procure-
ment of medical equipment. pro-
vision for temporary accotmoda-
tions. food. clothing. medical care
etc. for people affected and shel-
ters and in quarantine camps, to
tacilitate the movement of strand-
ed people, and also for developing
mmmunity booster and other med-

® Plasmabank
established at
Faridabad, Gurugram,
Panchkula, Rohtak and
Karnal.
956 regular doctors
and 206 Ayush Medical
Officers recruited to
tackle the crisis of
COVID effectively.
More than 74.72 lac
persons have already
downloaded Aarogya
Setu Agp in Haryana.
More than 102 Mobile
Health Teams have
already been formed
to check health status

TOTHERID OF
PROTESTING FRRMERS

In order to prevent the
spread of COVID-19
and waterborne disease
during the protest of
farmers in Sonipat

ten ambulances along
with a team of Doctors
including Ayush
Doctors were deployed.
Health team distributed
more than 212 Masks,
1495 Medicines for
common use and

107 Ayush immunity
boosting dosages were
distributed. Thermal
scanning of 716 persons
was also done to scan
people with fever

and if anybody found
febrile, medicines were
distributed to them.

icines, for distress ration, among
other things,

government of Harvana has
spent about Rs 80 crores for pro-
curement of medical equipment
and others: for temporary accom-
modations., food, clothing, medical
care efc.

Besides, dunng the lockdown
the Haryana government has also
helped the BPL families, where
each family has been paid Rs

5.000 each week for a perind of

five weeks, costing the govem-
ment exchequer Rs 261.24 crore.
The Haryana govemnment left no
poor and needy people alone at
the time of the pandemic that has
gripped the nation. The govem-
ment has also identified 68.759
workers from the unorganised
sector to provide them with finan-
cial assistance. A total of s 35.10
crores were disbursed to these
workers for a period of five weeks
a5 Rs 5.000 each week.

The second round of sero survey
was lannched in October. 2020 by
Health Mimister, Haryana Sh, Amil
Vij. The field activities of this sur-
vey were conducted in 22 distiicts
of 1 Haryana on 19-20 October, 2020.

Under this survey, total 16512 par-
ticipants were interviewed and
blood samples of 16477 were tested
for Sero-posinvity,

The overall Sero-positivity of
14.8% was observed in Haryana
in this round. Overall. it is 11.4%
in rural areas and 19.8% in ur-
ban areas. Rural areas of Distnicts
Faridabad and Jind were found to
have the highest positivity rate of
25.5%. Urban areas of Districts
Faridabad, Yamunanagar and Pa-
wipat had the highest Sero-pos-
itivity rates ie 40.2%. 37.1%
and 36.3%, respectively. Districts
Faridabad (31.2%). Yamunanagar
(28 6%), Jind (26.6%). Panipat
(23%). Kamal (20.7%). Ambala
(19.5%), Nuh (17.6%) and Gur-
ugram (16.5%;) were having high
Sero-positivity i compansen (o

Haryana state.

Ou companson of Sero-positivi-
ty of Lst and 2nd round, it was ob-
served that districts Yaummanagar.-
Jind, Pamipat, Ambala, Rohiak,
Kaithal. Fatehabad, Karnal and
Jhajjar were having more positive
vartations in Sero-positivity. Where-
as. districts Hisar, Mahendragerh,
Guigram, Faridabad, Rewar,

Preparing for vaccination

The Manchar Lal Khattar-led government in Haryana has
stepped up preparations for the Covid-19 vaccination drive
by starting the re%:stration of those who will be administered
shots in the first p

ase.

Haryana's additional chief secretary (Health), Rraﬁjeev Arora,

said that the health department has already identi

ed 1,800

vaccination session sites and over 5,000 vaccinators have
been mapped for administering the vaccine.

"Moreover, to ensure the vaccine reaches every district,
the health department has 22 vaccine vans (insulated) for
transporting vaccines across the state,” he added.

Photograph By Vinay Malik
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Agriculture gets all round boost

By RAJEEV RANJAN ROY

he year 2020 saw agriculture

in Haryana getting laser-fo-

cus and all-ronnd boost to
not only improve the ease of doing
farming, make farmer’s life easy
and increase his mcome but also to
ensure his holistic empowerment
and make him self-reliant.

From crop diversification, in-
surance, better irrigation facilities.
remunerative prices to the forma-
tion of Farmer Produce Organiza-
tions (FPOs). the state government
has gone the extra mmle in partner-
ing with the farmer in ways more
than one to add value and verve to
the state’s farming ecosysten.

The past one year has been
one of accomplishments and ful-
fillments, metam sing Hary-
ana into an ideal and fann-

By AJAY BHARDWAJ

hough Covid-19 cast a shad-
ow on the entire sducation

system paralysing classtoom
teaching and other activities during
the year, Haryana took some en-
during and significant initiatives in
the field.

In a big leap forward, the Chief
Minister, Mr. Manohar Lal. ap-
proved ‘the project to establish
panchayat libraries under the Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan to help people in
villages to not only enhance their
knowledge but also help develop
interest in education. In the first
phase, libraries will be set up in
villages under Mahagram.

In addition, the Chief Minis-
ter directed that a grading system
should be prepared based on the
facilities provided in libraries such
as computers, a number of books
and the number of visitors to the
library. The Higher Education De-
partment would be the nodal de-
partment for this project. Officers
of the School Education Depart-

FACTS SPEAK LOUDER
THAN WORDS

® Five lakh farmers

of Haryana to be
uipped with various

skills, which will enable
them to work abroad
as well.

@ Haryana ranks 22nd
in fruit production in
the country with total
production of 7,37,820
metric tonnes from
60,920 hectares.

® The state ranks first in
production of basmati
and productivity in
pearl millet,
and mustard, and
accounts for over 60
per cent of the export
of basmatl inthe

a is one of
rla

cotton pr cers in
the country and is
the second largest
contributor of food
grailns to the central

ment have been told to explore the
possibility of use of school library
by villagers after the school hours
and on holidays.

The Haryana Higher Edncation
Council evolved some new meth-
ods to cope with the pandemic cri-
sis. As education by digital means
became a vogue, the Council re-
alised that a large munber of poor
students could oot afford mobile
sets or computers to stay in tune
with their teachers. So it decided
to open “mobile banks™ in all edu-
cational institutions where students
buying new mobiles could donate
the older ones to facilitate online
education for students. Keep-
ing identity of poor students secret,
the edncational institutions have
been advised to disburse donated
mobile sets or computers among
the poor ones.

The Council also mooted the
idea of the flexi exam system which
would be. in the first phase, execut-
ed in seven universities in the state.
To begin with, at least seven out of
the 17 government-aided universi-
ties of Haryana have agreed to in-

er-friendly state. Farmers are being
taken care of with due diligence
and perseverance by putting in
place an ecosystem, which institu-
tionalizes and galvanises the pro-
cess of farmers’ holistic develo
ment and welfare.

A host of measures like Meri
Fasal, Mera Byora, minimum sup-
port price (MSP) for all mandated
Kharif and Rabi crops for market-
ing season 2020-21, Mera Pani,
Meri Virasat and Bhavantar Bhar-
pal Yojana have changed the pro-
file of the farmer in Haryana, pav-
ing the way for realizing the goal
of doubling his income.

Cotton growers in Haryana, who
enroll under the ‘Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana’ (PMFBY) and
crop diversification scheme ‘Mera
Pam Meri Virasat’ need not worry

any increase in the premium
,ﬁtes, as ttle state government bears

troduce the system that will impact
thousands of students of post-grad-
uation courses.

Under the flexi-examination
system, a student who gets a com-
partment or waols to re-appear in
one, [wWo, or more papers can ask
the nniversity for a snitable time
when hefshe 1s ready for the re-ex-
amination.

Keen on promoting education
among women the Education Min-
ister, Mr Kanwar Pal, announced
in August that free books would
be given to smdents studying in
Class 9 to 12 i state-run schools.
At present, free books, school
bags, other stationery and wmi-
forms are provided to the students
from class 1 to 8. The decision to
provide free books to the students
studying in Class 9 to 12 will in-
volve an expenditure of about Rs
41.47 crore.

According to the 2018 Annu-
al Survey of Education Report
(ASER), there are 15,998 govern-
ment schools with primary sec-
tions in the state; 9,177 primary
and 6.821 upper primary schools.

100 per cent of the cost of insuring
alternate crops. Following revamp
of the Central Government’s crop
insurance scheme, farmers will
have to two cent of
the sum ﬁr:d??ar Khanpﬂi; 1.5 per
cent of the sum insured for Rabi,
and five per cent for cotton, which
1s a conmercial and annual crop.

Haryana ranks first in the pro-
duction of basmati and productiv-
ity in pearl millet, rapeseed and
mustard, and account for more than
60 per cent of the export of basmati
in the country. The state has inte-
grated 54 mandis with e-NAM por-
tal to enable farmers to sell their
produce at competitive prices, and
15 also offering the highest rate for
milk procurement in the state.

The crop diversification scheme
has produced goods results. Farm-
ers have so far committed to
sowing alternate crops instead of

paddy in 1,27.409 hectares. They
have also evinced keen interest in
gefting structures constructed for
recharging groundwater under the
scheme. The government has re-
ceived 1,117 applications for con-
struetion of recharge shafis, against
our target of 1,000 structures.

The government is also promot-
ing the allied sector. Horticulture
has been allocated a budget of Rs
492 crore in 2020-21. The govern-
ment has mapped and identified
393 horticulture clusters for for-
mation of Food Producers Orga-
nizations (FPOs), registered 452
FPOs and enrolled 25,427 farmers,
and provided Training of Trainers
(ToTs) to 1.156 lead farmers of
65 FPOs. The government is also
going to set up 2000 multi-brand
outlets under the brand “Hanit® fo
market products from Vita, self-
help groups and others.
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PO SET T0BE A GAME GHANGER

FORHARYANA FARMERS

By RAJEEV RANJAN ROY

he mcome of fammers in

Haryana is set to get a major

boost thanks to the Fanners
Producer Organisations (FPOs).
The state povernment has decid-
ed to set up 1,000 FPOs with the
objective of increasing farmers’ in-
come. About 75.000 farmers have
been engaged so far through 486
FPOs. The products of FPOs will
be made available to consumers
through the Haryana State Coop-
erative Supply and Marketing Fed-
eration Lid (HAFED) sale outlets.

In order to ensure a smooth How
of products to conswuners, a memo-
randum ofunderstanding (MolJ) has
been signed by HAFED and FPOs.
The Cooperation Minister, Dr Ban-
wari Lal, says: “HAFED platform
is being provided to the FPOs to
double the income of fanmers as en-
visioned by the Prime Minister, Mr
Narendra Modi. HAFED is a pop-
nlar brand in the market. The state
government is also providing loans
to farmers at an economical rate of
interest for infrastructure develop-
ment of FPOs.”

With a view to making different
products of HAFED available to
the consumers. the state povern-
ment has also decided to provide
assistance to FPOs for the mar-
keting of HAFED products like
honey, amla murabba, belgiri mu-
rabba, apple murabba, harad mu-
rabba, ginger murabba, and garlic
murabba. Honey-based products
and turmeric would also be made
available to the consumers through
HAFED sale outlets.

HAFED has signed MoU with
two FPOs -- Atulaya Beemasier
Producer Company Limited. Jind.
and Fatehabad Ekta Honey Farmer
Producer Company Limited, Jandli
Kalan, Fatehabad. These FPOs are
registered with the Small Farmers
Agri-Business Consortium, Hary-
ana (SFACH). At present, there
are 20 HAFED sale outlets. Nearly
50 HAFED Bazar outlets are pro-
posed, which would be opened in

Key points

® There will be a National Project Management

ency

(NPMA) at SFAC for providing overall project guidance,
data compilation and maintenance through integrated
portal and Information management and monitoring.

@ Priority will
districts in the count
block of aspirational

be given for formation of FPOs in aspirational
with at least one FPO in each
istricts.

@ FPOs will be promoted unt_ier ‘One District One Product’
cluster to promote specialization and better processing,

branding and ex

marketin,
?be a prows:on of

o Therewil

Eor‘t by them.
quity Grant for

strengthening the equity base of FPOs.

all district headquarters of the state
by the end of January 2021,

The Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Minister. Mr Jai Prakash
Dalal, feels that a will have
to move in the direction of horticul-
fure along with a cu]rure-ormted
states and, for FPOs should
be set up at ullagr: lexel or cluster
level for processing. packaging and
branding of farmers’ produce.

The area under horticulture in
Haryana was 4.39 lakh hectares in
2014, which has now gone beyond
5.26 lakh hectares. Haryana has set
a target to increase the horticul-
fure area to 10 per cent by 2030,
The Horticulture Department is
also setting up Excellence Centres
all over the state, which inclndes
promotion of bee keeping and new
varieties of vegetables and frits.
Training institutes are also being
run at six places for farmers.

Managing Director, HAFED.
DK Behera, said as per the Mol,
about 27 products manufactured by
these FPOs would be made avail-
able at HAFED sale outlets. Apart
from this, new FPOs would also
be added in future so that quality
products are available to consum-
ers at affordable prices.

Director General, Horticulture
Department. Dr Agun Saini, said
the state govermment had decided to
set up 1.000 FPOs with the objec-
tive of increasing farmers’ income.
It is worth mentioning that In-

FPO promoters bullish

Anil Sandhu says that 2,250 beekeepers or apiculturists
are associated with his FPO - Atulya Beemaster Producer

Company Limited. They are
of honey, which is priced at 3

5

roducing at least ten types
350 per kg to Rs 2,000. The

costliest honey is from Kashmir. Accnrdmg to Sandhu,
Haryana farmers keep bee boxes in Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Jammu and
Kashmrr The price of honey is decided as per the input
costs. Farmers will get better prices as their produce is
going to be sold in HAFED outlets. Earlier, they used to
sell their produce to the middlemen, who never gave them

remunerative prices,

Similar views were echoed by K Suresh of Fatehabad Ekta
Honey Farmer Producer Company Limited, another FPO
with which HAFED has inked Mol to produce farm produce
so that farmers get remunerative prices for their produce. K

Suresh, who was earlier working as a software engineer, said
that he formed the FPO six months back with the help of the
Horticulture Department. As many as 550 bee farmers are
associated with the FPO and they have put up around 6,000
honey boxes in different neighbouring states including
Haryana. "We are hopeful the help from HAFED will ensure
better prices to bee farmers,” he said.

dia is strengthening its hold in the
international agricultural market
while majority (82 per cent) of its
farmers have small or marginal
holdings of land and continue to
live with the drudgeries of agricul-
fure, trapped in a vicious poverty

FINANCIAL VIRBILITY

In order to ensure:
smooth flow of funds,
there will be a Credit
Guarantee Fund (CGF)
of up to Rs 1,000 crore
in the NABARD with
an equal contribution
by DAC&FW and the
NABARD and the CGF of
gibcasctation:
‘equal co ion

by DAE&FW and the
NCDC for providing
suitable credit guarantee
cover to accelerate flow
of institutional credit

to FPOs by minimizing
the risk of financial
institutions for granting
loanto FPOs.

The States/UTs will
be allowed toal:gl

Fund (AMIF) a proved
for setupin ﬂ'll;
NABARD for developing
culture marketing
al‘ﬂ:l allied infrastructure
in GrAMs by
marketing and allie
infrastructure including
common facilitation
centre, custom hiring
centre for FPOs as
eligible category for
grwidilcﬁ_assistame to
tates/UTs.

cycle. The Department of Agricul-
ture and Cooperation of the Min-
istry of Agriculture, in order to
streamline consolidation of land as
well as integration of small holders
into agricultural valie chain, initi-
ated farmer producer organizations.

FPOs are member-based farm-
ers’ institutions imperative to feed
the growing population of the
world with shrinking resources
and changing climate. Besides In-
dia, countries like China. Vietnam,
and Indonesia and so on, have also
adopted the FPO approach.

Determined to make this initia-
tive a success, the state government
is providing necessary policy sup-

t. FPOs, formed under various
initiatives of the Governent of In-
dia. state govermments, NABARD
and other organizations over the last
8-10 years, number about 5,000, in-
cluding FPCs. Of these, about 3,200
FPOs are registered as producer
companies and the remaimng as co-
operatives or societies.

“Small and marginal farmers
do not have economic strength to
apply production technology, ser-
vices and marketing including val-
ue addition. Through the formation
of FPOs, farmers will have beiter
collective. strength for better ac-
cess to quality mput, technology,
credit and better marketing access
through economies of scale for bet-
ter realization of income,” said an
official of Haryana's Department
of Agriculture and Farmers™ Wel-
fare (DAC&WC).

Tmitially there would be tluee
implementing agencies to form
and promote FPOs -- Small Farm-

i-business  Consortivm
(SFAC} National Cooperative De-
velopment Corporation (NCDIC)
and National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development [NAB-
ARD). The DAC&FW will allo-
cate elusters to the implementing
agencies which. in tum, will form
the cluster based business organi-
zation in the states.

The Central government has
provisioned a budget of Rs 496.00
crore for five years (2019-20 to
2023-24) with a further commit-
ted liability of Rs 2.360 crore for
the period 2024-25 to 2027-28 fo-
wards handholding each FPO for
five years from its aggregation and
formation. FPOs will be formed
and promoted through the Cluster
Based Business Organizations (CB-
BOs) engaged at the state or cluster
level by implementing agencies.

The CBBOs will have five cat-
egories of specialists from the
domam of crop husbandry, agn
marketing. value addition and pro-
cessing, social mobilization. law
and accounts and IT/MIS. These
CBBOs will be a platform for end
to end knowledge for all issues in
FPO promotion.

CCHAU DEVELOPS
NEW WHERT VARIETY

Chaudhary Charan Singh
Haryana Agricultural
University, Hisar,

has developed a new
variety of wheat WH
1270. It has already
been notified and
released for sowing.
The Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Samar Singh,
has attributed it to the
hard work put in by the
scientists.

Disclosing this, Prof
Singh said the variety
had been developed
by the scientists of
the Wheat Section
Department of Genetics
and Plant Breeding of
the Agriculture College.
It has been notified and
released by the ‘Crop
Standards, Notification
and Approval Central
Sub-Committee' of
the Department of
Agriculture and Co-
operation, Ministry
of Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare,
Government of India,
New Delhi.

The WH 1270 has
been released far
cultivationin north
western plain zone
of India consisting of
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi,
Rajasthan (except Kota
& Udaipur divisions)
and Western UP (except
Jhansi division), parts of
J&K (Jammu & Kathua
distt.) and parts of HP
(Una distt. and Paonta
valley) and Uttarakhand
(Tarai region).

The Director of
Research, Dr.S.K.
Sehrawat, said the variety
had been recommended
for early sowingi.e. last
week of October, If sown
early, its yield can be
increased from4 to 8
quintals per acre.

If proper sowing along
with use of fertilizer and
regular watering is done
as per recommendations
made by the university,
the average yield of the
variety (WH 1270) is 75.8
quintal per hectare (g/ha)
and the maximum yield
can be up to 91.5 quintal
per hectare (g/ha).

It has a good degree
of resistance to yellcnw
and brown rusts, flag
smut, leaf blight and
powdery mildew
diseases prevalent in
the area. This variety
matures in 156 days
and its average height
is upto 100 cm, due to
which it does not fall in
the field. Protein in this
variety is also higher
than other varieties, Dr
Sehrawat added.

Itis remarkable that
though a small state,
Haryana's contribution
to the central food
storage of the country is
16 per cent and it ranks
among the leading states
in crop production,
he said adding that it
tops in the country
in per hectare wheat
production capacity.
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Evolved by H.B.Frostin1915 in Californiaand
releasedin1935, kinnow continues to beckon

PHOTOGRAPH BY VINAY MALIK

CAMPUS CORNER

GJU, CCSHAU do Haryana proud

By SHAGUN KAPOOR

wo universities of Hary-
ana—Gurn  Jambheshwar
University of Science and
Technology, Hisar, and Chaudhary
Charan Singh Harvana Agricul-
ture University have done the state
proud. Both have been ranked
among the top universities in India
as well as in the world. While GIU
has been ranked twelfth, CCSHAU
has occupied 20th position in India
in the Universitas Indonesia (UI)
Green Metrie World Universities
Ranking 2020.
At the global level, the GIU has

been ranked 445th from the stand-
point of six categonies, including
setting and infrastructure (SI),
energy and climate change (EC),
waste (WS). water (WR), trans-
portation (TR) and education and
research (ER) and the CCSHAU
stands at 672nd position.

The benchmarks on which the
universities have been ranked pro-
vide the result of an online survey
reparding global climate change. en-
ergy and water conservation, waste
recycling and green transportation.
While GIU scored 5350 marks,
CCSHAU hit a tally of 4,125,

Furthermore. the rankings have
been declared by UI on the basis

of verified data related to six cat-
egories. GIU scored 1,000 marks
and ranked 190th in SI category,
scored 925 and ranked 513th in EC
category, scored 650 and ranked
288th in WR category, scored 8235
and ranked 534th in WS catego-
1y, scored 1,100 and ranked 384th
in TR category, scored 850 and
ranked 607th in ER category.

At the national level, the uni-
versity has been ranked seventh in
81 category. 14th rank in EC cat-
egory, 11th rank in WS category,
8th rank in WR category, 13th rank
in TR category and 18th rank in
ER category.

On the other hand, CCSHAU

scored 725 in SI category, 700 in
EC category. scored 300 in WR
category, 675 in WS category, 525
in TR category and scored 1000 in
ER category.

In order to raise intemational
standing, Universitas 1
launched UT Green Metric Univer-
sity World Ranking in 2010, Since
then. this ing has become one
of the flagship progmams that ranks
universities around the world based
on appointed indicators pertaining
to campus environmental issues.
Significantly, the ranking has seen
a dramatic increase from 95 umi-
versities in 2010 to 780 nniversities
from 85 countries in 2019.

WINDOW ON SPORTS

OM'sNew Year
pifftosports
persons and
awardees

HARYANA REVIEW BUREAU

021 has dawned on

a good note for the

sporispersons and sports
awardees 1 Haryana. The
Chief Minister. Mr Manohar
Lal. has announced increase
in the honorarium for Arju-
na, Dronacharva and Dhyan
Chand Awardee sportsper-
sons from Rs 5,000 to Rs
2.000 per month.

He made the announce-
ment on Good Govemance
Day. This will not only inspire
the sportspersons to strength-
en sports in the state but will
also draw the vouth towards
sports which constitutes the
very theme of the sports poli-
cy of the state government.

The state government has
honowred 130 sportspersons
with Bhima Award and fur-
ther ammounced to increase
the amount given to the win-
ners wheremn the awardees
were paid an amount of Rs 5
lakh only. But now they will
be given Bhima allowance of
Rs 5,000 per month. Winners
of the Adventure Award given
by the Central Government
have also been honoured with
an honorarium of Rs 20,000,

Disclosing this, the Hary-
ana Sports and Youth Affairs
Minister. Mr Sandeep Singh,
said that 80 players had re-
ceived the honour of Arjuna
Award in the state while the
Dronacharya Award had been
awarded to 15 coaches. All of
them will be given an amount
of Rs 20,000 each per month.
All types of facilities are be-
ing provided 1o the sportsper-
sons by the state government.

Later, at the state-level
event, Mr Sandeep Singh
said that in 2021, Haryana
will host Khelo Idia-2021
for the first time. With this.
the sportspersons of the state
will get a new identity and
they will also get an oppor-
tunity to show their talent.
This achievement is part of
the sports policy of the state
government, he added.
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