
Punjab dodging SYL issue, says CM
mid a call by Prime AMinister Sh. Narendra 
Modi that all states 

should make water a subject of 
coopera-tion and coordination, 
Haryana has taken strong 
exception to the recalcitrant 
stance of the Punjab's AAP 
government  on the issue of 
construction of the SYL and has 
decided to bring the Punjab 
govern-ment's "non-cooperative 
attitude" to the notice of the 
Supreme Court. 

As the meeting called 
recently by the Union Water 
Resources Minister, Sh. Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat to bring about 
an amicable solution between 
Punjab and Haryana over the 
contentious matter of the SYL 
failed once again, the Haryana 
chief minister Sh Manohar Lal 
said that no consensus could be 
reached as the the Punjab Chief 
Minister and his administrative 
wing kept saying  repeatedly that 
there was no water in Punjab to 
spare for Haryana.

this water had reached Haryana, 
it would have been used to 
irrigate 10.08 lakh acres of land.

Officials say that due to non-
availability of this water, the 
groundwater level in South-
Haryana has been also going 
down considerably.

Due to non-construction of 
SYL, farmers of Haryana irrigate 
by using expensive diesel and 
running tubewells with electricity, 
which incurs an additional burden 
of Rs. 100 crore to Rs. 150 crore 
every year. Due to non-formation 
of SYL in Punjab region, the 
irrigation potential created to 
irrigate 10 lakh acres in Haryana 
is lying idle.

In addition the state also 
bears the loss of 42 lakh tonnes 
of food grains every year. 
Haryana would have generated 
an additional 130 lakh tonnes of 
food grains and other crops had 
SYL been established in 1983 in 
accordance with the 1981 agree-
ment. The total value of this 
agricultural produce at the rate 
of 15,000 per tonne is Rs. 19,500 
crore.

to the order of the Government of 
India dated March 24, 1976, 3.5 
MAF of water was allocated to 
Haryana out of the surplus water of 
Ravi-Beas. Due to non-completion 
of SYL canal, Haryana is using only 
1.62 MAF of water. Punjab is 
illegally using about 1.9 MAF of 
water from Haryana's share by not 
completing the SYL canal in its 
region.

Punjab and Rajasthan have been 
in fact using about 2600 cusecs of 
water from Haryana every year. If 

of the state can be ensured, added 
Sh. Manohar Lal.

It is a well-known fact that 
despite two Supreme Court 
judgments, Punjab has not completed 
the construction of SYL. Instead of 
implementing the decisions of the 
Supreme Court, Punjab tried to 
obstruct their implementation by 
enacting the Cancellation of 
Agreements Act in 2004.

It is worth mentioning that under 
the provision of Punjab 
Reorganization Act, 1966, according 

This was the third meeting 
called by the Union Water 
Resources minister following the 
Supreme Court directive to the 
Centre to mediate in the matter for 
an amicable solution. 

The Chief Minister said that the 
Punjab government is not even 
accepting the Supreme Court's 
decision wherein the Act brought 
by the Punjab government in the 
year 2004 has been repealed. 
"Punjab  Chief Minister says that 
the 2004 Act still exists which is 
completely unconstitutional," add-
ed Sh. Manohar Lal.

SC to be informed
"We will now inform the 

Supreme Court about Punjab's non-
cooperative stance and accept the 
decision of the Supreme Court in 
this regard", added Sh. Manohar Lal.

The Chief Minister clarified that 
SYL is the right of Haryana 
residents and he is hopeful that the 
state will get this right. He said that 
SYL water is very important for 
Haryana.  Now it is necessary to fix 
a timeline in this matter so that the 
availability of water to the farmers 

By Ajay Bhardwaj

2023 inherits rich economic legacy to build on

he nascent 2023 may Tattempt to look at the legacy 
it has been bequeathed by 

the now-history 2022 from any 
prism, but the finding will be: it is 
wholesomely rich, especially on the 
economic front. Any legacy comes 
laced with the task to build on it. 
And if the resolve of the Chief 
Minister, Mr Manohar Lal, to make 
2023 an inclusive Antyodaya Year 
is any indication, the government is 
determined to make the New Year 
annus mirabilis, a Latin term which 
means wonderful year.

Prising the legacy open with a 
pry, one finds that firing on all 
cylinders, the economy is on the 
uptick. There is a trade-off between 
fiscal prudence and development; 
Gross State Domestic Product 
(GSDP) makes an ascending graph; 
the collection rate of Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) is akin to the 
run rate in a 20-20 match; and the 
overall debt stock has been 
contained.

Besides, exports are soaring; 
the taps of domestic investment and 
FDI are in full flow; and the per 

crore up to October 2021. Similarly, 
state excise increased by 22 per cent 
to Rs 5,736 crore in 2022-23 (up to 
October 2022) against Rs 4,702 
crore in April to October 2021.   

The overall debt stock has been 
contained, with debt-to-GSDP ratio 
remaining at 23.27 per cent in 
2020-21 and 24.98 per cent for 
fiscal 2021-22 (RE) against the 
limit of 32.6 per cent of GSDP 
prescribed by the Fifteenth Finance 
Commission.  Neither the state nor 
its  PSUs / Boards/ Corporations 
have defaulted in repayment of 
loans and state government guaran-
tees have never been invoked.

Until 2014, hardly anyone had 
spotted and tapped Haryana’s 
export potential. After the  
Mnaohar Lal Government assumed 
office, several schemes were 
implemented to promote industrial 
exports. Consequently, Haryana has 
taken a quantum leap in its export 
graph. According to official figures 
Haryana exported goods worth Rs 
68,032 crore in 2013-14. Exports 
increased four-fold to touch Rs. 
2,17,222 crore in 2021-22.

On the uptick, economy firing 
on all cylinders—PP 4-5 

It has come down to 1.4 per cent of 
the GSDP in 2021-22 RE from 2.83 
per cent in 2016-17.

Encouragingly, the revenue 
collection is buoyant. GST 
collection and IGST settlement in 
FY 2022-23 (up to October 2022), 
increased by 23 per cent to Rs 
16,316 crore against Rs 13,263 
crore (up to October 2021) in 2021-
22.  The receipt under Stamp & 
Registration has logged an increase 
of 30 per cent to Rs 5,941 crore up 
to October 2022 against Rs 4,568 

ana has successfully kept its fiscal 
deficit within 3 percent of GSDP, 
complying with FRBM regula-
tions”, the Chief Minister said.

Fiscal deficit
Even in the 2020-21 Pandemic 

year, the fiscal deficit was 2.9 per 
cent against the permissible limit of 
5 percent and 2.99 per cent in the 
Revised Estimates 2021-22 against 
the permissible limit of 4 per cent. 
Further, there has been a decreasing 
trend in Revenue deficit of the state. 

capita income in the small state is 
more than the advanced states of 
the country. The Chief Minister, Mr 
Manohar Lal, rightly says that the 
economic condition of Haryana is 
better than many other states.

We are committed to pursuing 
the twin objectives of prudent 
financial management and meeting 
key development priorities without 
losing sight of fiscal consolidation, 
vital for sustaining fiscal targets. 
The economic shock induced by the 
Pandemic not with standing, Hary-

By Parveen K Modi   

GSDP makes ascending graph; GST collections buoyant; exports are soaring

We are committed to pursuing the twin 
objectives of prudent financial manage-
ment and meeting key development 
priorities without losing sight of fiscal 
consolidation, vital for sustaining fiscal 
targets. The economic shock induced by 
the Pandemic notwithstanding, Haryana 
has success-fully kept its fiscal deficit 
within 3 percent of GSDP, complying with 
FRBM regulations.

 Chief Minister
Manohar Lal
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here there is intent, there Ware multiple ways to 
serve the people and 

their cause! The payment received 
from the auctioning of gifts on CM-
Uphaar portal will directly be 
transferred to the Chief Minister 
Relief Fund (CMRF), which will be 
used for the welfare of the people of 
the state!

Chief Minister Mr Manohar Lal 
has envisioned that the payment 
received from the auctioning of the 
gifts would be directly transferred 
to the CMRF and the same would 
be used for the welfare of the 
people of the state, said Dr Amit 
Agrawal, Additional Principal 
Secretary to Chief Minister and 
Director General, Information, 
Public Rela-tions, and Languages 
Department.

Formally opening the registra-
tion process on the CM-Uphaar 
portal, launched for the auctioning 
of the gifts received by Chief 
Minister Mr Manohar Lal, here on 

he can also receive the gift via 
courier. People living abroad can 
also bid for these gifts and 
mementos,” informed Dr Agrawal. 

He said that the Chief Minister 
believes that everyone should come 
forward for the welfare of every 
needy and poor. 

Dr Amit Agrawal also appealed 
to the people to actively participate 
in this noble cause and cooperate in 
social works by donating funds 
according to their financial 
capacity. Auction for the first phase 
of gifts is open till February 28.

The process of registration on 
the portal started on January 8 and 
will continue till February 28. After 
that, the portal will be reopened 
three or four times a year in a 
phased manner. In the first phase, 
51 gifts will be auctioned. 

Anyone can participate in the 
auction of these gifts by registering 
on cmuphaarhry.com. For further 
information, one can also contact at 
7087513186, informed Dr Amit 
Agrawal. 

January 8, Dr Amit Agrawal did the 
first registration on the portal and 
participated in the bidding for the 
logo of the Chandigarh Press Club.

Interacting with media persons 
at Sant Kabir Kutir, Dr Amit 
Agrawal shared that for buying the 
gifts and mementos received by the 
Chief Minister from various social 
organizations and individuals, the 
person has to pay a bid amount of 
Rs 5,000 to participate in the 
auction of these gifts.

Inspired by PM
He said that Prime Minister Mr 

Narendra Modi has also auctioned 
the gifts he had received and the 
amount received from it was used 
for the Namami Gange project. 

He said the base amount of each 
gift has been mentioned on the 
portal. Anyone can also donate 
money according to their financial 
abilities by bidding on the fixed bid 
amount mentioned on the gifts, he 
added.“The Chief Minister himself 
will present gifts to such donors 
and bidders. If the bidder desires, 

By Rajeev Ranjan Roy

Sr. No Name Departments
1 Sh. Manohar 

Lal,
Chief Minister

Finance, Institutional Finance and Credit Control, Town & 
Country Planning and Urban Estates, Irrigation and Water 
Resources, Planning, Administration of Justice, 
Architecture, General Administration, Criminal 
Investigation, Personnel & Training, Raj Bhawan Affairs, 
Social Justice, Empowerment, Welfare of Scheduled Castes 
and Backward Classes and Antyodaya (SEWA), Youth 
Empowerment & Entrepreneurship, Information, Public 
Relations, Languages and Culture, Sports, Any department 
not specifically allotted to any Minister

2 Sh. Dushyant
Chautala,
Deputy Chief
Minister

Revenue and Disaster Management, Excise & Taxation, 
Industries & Commerce, Public Works (B&R), Food, Civil 
Supplies & Consumer Affairs, Civil Aviation, Rehabi-
litation

3 Sh. Anil Vij Home, Health, Medical Education & Research, AYUSH
4 Sh. Kanwar 

Pal
School Education, Parliamentary Affairs, Hospitality, 
Environment, Forests & Wildlife, Heritage & Tourism

5 Sh. Mool 
Chand Sharma

Transport, Mines & Geology, Elections, Higher 
Education

6 Sh. Ranjit 
Singh

Energy, Jails

7 Sh. Jai Jarkash
Dalal

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Animal Husbandry and 
Dairying, Fisheries, Law and Legislative

8 Dr. Banwari 
Lal 

Co-operation, Public Health Engineering

9 Dr. Kamal 
Gupta 

Urban Local Bodies, Housing for All

10 Sh. Devender 
Singh Babli

Development & Panchayats

11 Sh. Om 
Prakash Yadav
(Minister of State)

Sainik & Ardh Sainik Welfare (Independent Charge), 
Social Justice, Empowerment, Welfare of Scheduled 
Castes and Backward Classes and Antyodaya (SEWA)
(Attached with Chief Minister)

12 Smt. Kamlesh
Dhanda 
(Minister of State)

Women and Child Development (Independent charge), 
Archives (Independent Charge)

13 Sh. Anoop 
Dhanak
(Minister of state)

Labour (Independent Charge), Revenue & Disaster 
Management (attached with Deputy Chief Minister), 
Industries & Commerce (attached with Deputy Chief 
Minister), Food Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs
(attached with Deputy Chief Minister)

14 Sh. Sandeep 
Singh
(Minister of State)

Printing & Stationery(Independent charge)

Projects worth Rs 1,882 cr unveiled
By Ajay Bhardwaj

ollowing the mantra of F‘Haryana Ek, Haryanvi 
Ek,’ Chief Minister Sh 

Manohar Lal dedicated as many 
as 167 public welfare projects 
costing more than Rs. 1882 crore 
related to Education, Health, 
Water, Power, strengthening 
Road Connectivity etc to people 
of the State.

At a state-level programme 
held in village Dhanwapur, 
Gurugram the chief minister 
virtually inaugurated 113 
projects worth more than Rs. 791 
crore and laid the foundation 
stone of 54 projects costing 
around Rs. 1090 crore.

The list of  four key projects 
inaugurated by the Chief 
Minister includes the 
augmentation drinking water 
supply scheme in quality-
affected 84 villages of Prithla and 
Palwal Block, district Palwal and 
Ballabgarh Block of district 

the new building of Government 
College, Israna, Panipat and 
construction of HL Bridge, SYL 
and Narwana Br. Canals on 
Karnal Kachhwa Sambli Kaul 
road, district Karnal. Besides this, 
the foundation stones of 
rejuvenation of Badkhal Lake, 
the project covering Jhajjar link 
drain with RCC Box with 
retaining wall, treatment of 
wastewater by constructing 15 
MLD decentralized Waste Water 
Treatment Plant on EPC model at 
Sector-25, Ballabgarh, Faridabad 
and augmentation of water 
supply scheme and providing 
sewerage system, village 
Madlauda, district  Panipat was 
also laid.

In this development 
bonanza, Mahendragarh got 3 
projects costing around Rs. 
421.42 crore, while Palwal got 9 
projects worth Rs. 187 crore, 
Gurugram got 11 projects worth 
Rs. 168.36  and Faridabad 8 got 
projects worth Rs. 143 crore.

Faridabad by the construction of 
Ranney Well and Deep Tubewell in 
village Mohna and augmentation 
Canal Based W/s Scheme for 25 
villages of Satnali Block, 
Mahendragarh.  Besides this, the 
Chief Minister also inaugurated the 
flyover constructed at Sheela 
Chowk on the intersection of Delhi 
Hisar road with RKDB road and the 
construction of the bridge on JLN 
Feeder and BSB Canal on RKDB 
road, district Rohtak and  RoB on 
Bhiwani-Hansi road to Tosham 
Byepass Road, district Bhiwani.

 Foundation stone laid
The Chief Minister also laid the 

foundation stone of eight key 
projects including the construction 
of the State’s first Haryana 
International Habitat Centre (Art, 
Culture & Innovative Centre), 
Sector 1, Panchkula (Chandi-
mandir), construction of laning of 
RaiMalikpur (Rajasthan Border) 
Nangal Chaudhary-Narnaul Mahen-
dergarh Dadri Road, construction of 

40,000 Group C posts
to be filled soon

Haryana Review Bureau

aryana Chief Minister Sh HManohar Lal said that while 
the Common Eligibility 

Test (CET) has been conducted for 
the recruitment of Group C posts, 
the recruitment of around 40,000 
Group C posts will be advertised 
once the results are declared. 
Besides this, the CET exam will also 
be conducted soon for the 
recruitment of Group-D posts which 
would number  17,000 to 20,000 .

Addressing media persons, the 
chief minister said that though the 
CET examination, which is 
conducted every year, is valid for 
three years, any candidate who wants 
to improve his/her score can re-appear 
in the exam. The chief minister also 
announced the decentralization of the 
powers of Panchayati Raj Institutions 
(PRIs) and giving more autonomy to 
these small governments to speed up 
the development works being done in 
rural areas. 

From now onwards, the 

Sarpanches, and Chairman of 
Panchayat Samitis and Zilla 
Parishads can accord 
administrative approval for the 
development works up to Rs. 2 
lakh at their level only. No 
tenders will be floated for all 
such works.

The Chief Minister informed 
that Junior Engineers can give 
technical approval for works up 
to Rs 2 lakh. Similarly, SDO can 
give technical approval for 
works ranging from Rs 2 lakh to 
Rs 25 lakh. Short-term tenders 
will be floated for these works 
through Haryana Engineering 
Works Portal. 

Likewise, XEN will give 
technical approval for works 
ranging from Rs 25 lakh to Rs 1 
crore. The technical approval for 
the works ranging from Rs 1 
crore to Rs 2.5 crore will be 
given by the Superintending 
Engineer and the approval of the 
works above Rs 2.5 crore will be 
given by the Chief Engineer.

PORTFOLIOS

The Haryana Governor, Dr Bandaru Dattatreya, has, on the advice of the 
Chief Minister, Mr Manohar Lal, reallocated the portfolios among members of 
the Council of Ministers. This was necessitated by the merger of several 
departments and creation of new ones.The Chief Minister has taken charge of 
the portfolios of social justice, empowerment, welfare of scheduled castes and 
backward classes and Antyodaya (SEWA) as well as youth empowerment and 
entrepreneurship (YEE). 
Here go the names of members of the Council of Ministers along with their 

portfolios.

CM takes charge of SEWA



By Rajeev Ranjan Roy

aryana Home Minister HMr Anil Vij has said that 
the Excise and Taxation 

Department is conducting re-
gular checking of liquor vends to 
ensure that there is no illegal sale 
of liquor. The District Staff has 
also been directed to ensure that 
CCTV cameras are installed in 
all wholesale licensed premises 
in the district and the live feed is 
available to the DETC, Excise, 
to further curb any illegal sale of 
liquor.

The provisions of the 
Haryana Excise Act, 1914 have 
been amended to counter the 
illegal and spurious liquor. The 
provisions of section 61 have 
been made more stringent, he 
said while responding to a 
Calling Attention motion moved 
during the first day of the Winter 
Session in the Vidhan Sabha.

Mr Vij also informed the 
House that Vide Order No. 
6/2/2020-2HC dated May 11, 
2020, the Home Department, 
Haryana constituted a Special 
Enquiry Team (SET) under the 
Chairmanship of Mr TC Gupta, 
IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, 
Department of Power, Em-
powerment, Renewable Energy 
and Housing, to enquire into the 

Additional Chief Secretary to 
Government Haryana, Home 
Department and Principal Secre-
tary to Government Haryana, 
Excise and Taxation Department 
with the request to take necessary 
action for implementing the re-
commendations of SET and it 
was also decided by the Govern-
ment that the whole matter be got 
probed by the State Vigilance 
Bureau.

Accordingly, the Chief 
Secretary to Government Har-
yana (Department of Personnel) 
directed the Vigilance Depart-
ment to get the above-mentioned 
issue probed by the State 
Vigilance Bureau.

Further, a one-member 
committee comprising Sh. 
Sanjeev Kaushal, Chief Secre-
tary has been constituted to study 
the reports and recommen-
dations of the following Teams/ 
Committees and identify correc-
tional measures required to be 
taken by various departments 
and also for initiating suitable 
action against the defaulters.

 The investigation will be 
done by SET headed by Mr TC 
Gupta, IAS, Report of Commit- 
tee headed by Ms Kala 
Ramachandran, IPS, SIT headed 
by Mr Shrikan Jadhav, IPS and 
inquiry being conducted by the 
State Vigilance Bureau.

matter of theft of liquor from the 
recovered stock stored in the 
temporary warehouse at Kharkhoda 
-Matindoo Road, Sonipat, Haryana.

He said that on July 30, 2020, 
SET submitted its report to the 
government with the recommenda-
tions for taking appropriate action 
against the individuals officers/ 
officials for the lapses mentioned in 
the report and also suggested/ 
recommended measures for syste-
matic improvements in func-tioning 
of the Excise Department.

Enquiry report 
The Home Minister further 

informed that through letter No. 
20/64/2020-3S (I) dated August 25, 
2020, the Chief Secretary to 
Government Haryana (Department 
of Personnel) sent a copy of Report 
of Special Enquiry Team to the 

CHIRAYU brings cheers to Antyodaya families
gratitude to the chief minister and 
his government for meticulously 
implementing this scheme for the 
welfare of the poor.

It was to realise the vision of 
‘Swasth Haryana’ that the CHIR-
AYU scheme was launched to 
extend the Ayushman Bharat bene-
fits to beneficiaries having an 
annual income limit of Rs.1.80 
lakh. 

The scheme saves all the poor 
and needy from facing any 
financial burden occurring due to 
expensive treatment costs.

The State Government has 
been in fact constantly working to 
promote Shiksha, Swasthya, Sur-
aksha, Swabhiman and Swav-
lamban.

Ever since November 21, 2022, 
when the scheme was launched by 
the chief minister, till now 10378 
beneficiaries have availed of free 
treatment benefits and for this, the 
government has borne the 
expenditure of Rs 19.13 crore.

“We have resolved to celebrate 
the year 2023 as Antyodaya 
Arogya Varsh. ’Health for all' is 
our resolution. We are ensuring 
that no one, because of financial 
constraints, should face any 
difficulty in getting timely 
treatment,” said the chief minister.

imla, a resident of BFaridabad district, was all 
ga-ga as she narrated  her 

experience of availing free of cost 
health benefits accruing from the 
golden card issued to her under the 
Chirayu Haryana scheme.

The scheme ( Comprehensive 
Health insurance of Antyodaya Units) 
envisages provision of availing free 
of cost medical treatment of upto Rs 
one lakh.

It is aimed at taking the 
Ayushman Bharata benefits to the 
Antyodaya families with an annual 
income of upto Rs 1.80 lakhs.

Expressing gratitude to Chief 
Minister Sh Manohar Lal for 
launching the scheme, Bimla, said 
that she was suffering from a health 
ailment and while she was admitted 
to the hospital for her treatment, the 
medical expenses costing Rs. 1 lakh 
was borne by the State Govern-
ment.

Echoing the same sentiments, 
Anil, a resident of Ambala Cantt, 
said that being a beneficiary of 
CHIRAYU, his treatment cost of 
up to Rs 45,000, was paid by the 
State Government, thus saving him 
from facing any kind of financial 
burden. 

despite the hefty hospital bill, he 
availed free treatment.

Likewise, many other bene-
ficiaries have expressed their 

Another beneficiary from 
Jhajjar, Bittu, was also all praise 
for the chief minister saying that 
he had undergone heart surgery but 

By Ajay Bhardwaj

Constantly working to promote Shiksha, Swasthya, Suraksha, Swabhiman and Swavlamban : CM 

44 lakh new golden
cards generated 

efore the CHIRAYU Bscheme was launched, 
golden cards of more 

than 28 lakh beneficiaries were 
covered under the Ayushman 
Bharat Yojana but now more than 
44 lakh new cards have been 
generated under the CHIRAYU. 
Thus the total number of such 
cards comes to  73 lakh.

There are a total of 715 
hospitals empanelled under the 
Ayushman Bharat scheme in the 
state, including 539 private 
hospitals and 176 government 
hospitals. 

The Chirayu scheme aimed at 
expanding the Ayushman Bharat 
health insurance scheme launch-
ed by the central government so 
that maximum number of 
beneficiaries could be included in 
the scheme. “The expansion of the 
scheme will help in bringing 29 
lakh beneficiaries under insurance 
cover of ₹5 lakh yearly. Around 
1,500 diseases are covered under 
this insurance and this scheme 
will ensure that people from 
weaker sections of society get to 
avail of treatment without facing 
financial hardships.

Vends checked to ensure no
illegal sale of liquor: Vij

Deptts merged for 
cohesion, efficiency

Technology, Electronics and 
Communication; and the functions 
of this department, electronics 
manufacturing and private IT and 
Hartron have been brought under 
the purview of ‘Industries and 
Commerce Department’.

Similarly, the Department of 
Art and Cultural Affairs has been 
merged with the Department of 
Information, Public Relations and 
Languages and its name has been 
changed to ‘Information, Public 
Relations, Languages and Culture 
Department’.

The name of the Labour and 
Employment Department has now 
been changed to the ‘Labour 
Department’. Meanwhile, after the 
merger of the Welfare of Scheduled 
Castes and Backward Classes 
Department and Social Justice and 
Empowerment Department; it has 
been renamed as ‘Social Justice, 
Empowerment, Welfare of Sched-
uled Castes and Backward Classes 
and Antyodaya (SEWA) Depart-
ment’. The Department of Sports 
and Youth Affairs has now been 
named ‘Department of Sports’.

The Haryana Government has 
constituted a new department 
named ‘Youth Empowerment and 
Entrepreneurship Department’. In 
this, the departments of Skill 
Development and Industrial 
Training along with Employment 
and Youth Affairs have been 
merged, the spokesman added.

ith a view to bringing Wabout greater cohe-
sion and improving 

administrative efficiency, the 
Haryana Government has merged 
and reorganized some depart-
ments and issued a notification to 
this effect. Disclosing this, an 
official spokesperson said that 
with the merger of the 
Department of New and 
Renewable Energy with the 
Department of Power, the name 
of the new department has been 
changed to ‘Energy Department’.

The Forest and Wildlife 
Department and Environment 
and Climate Change Department 
have been merged and changed 
to ‘Environment, Forests and 
Wildlife Department’. The 
Department of Archeology and 
Museums has been merged with 
the Department of Tourism and 
the name of the department has 
been changed to ‘Heritage and 
Tourism Department’.

The Departments of Higher 
Education, Technical Education 
and the Department of Science 
and Technology have been 
merged and the new department 
has been named ‘Higher Educa-
tion Department’.

The spokesperson said the 
state government had dissolved 
the Department of Information 

Haryana Review Bureau

CHIRAYU



POTPOURRI

Neeraj Chopra sets his
eyes on 90-m mark

2008.
An overweight 12-year-old boy 

from Haryana’s Khandra village, he 
was persistently per-suaded by his 
family members to take up sports. 
He ultimately gave in to all the 
badgering and began training at 
Shivaji Stadium in Panipat. That was 
until he saw a few seniors throwing 
javelins at the stadium and decided 
to try his luck at javelin throw.

Fortunately for him, that sport 
truly captured his fancy as he began 
training rigorously to get into better 
shape! He grew up to become 
India’s first ever javelin thrower to 
win a Gold Medal at the 2018 
Common-wealth Games and 2018 
Asian Games. 

Tokyo Olympics Gold Medal 
list Neeraj Chopra has set a 
goal for himself in 2023 to 

breach the 90 m mark. He is 
currently undergoing train-ing in 
England and is preparing for 
upcoming events including the 
World Championships and the 
Diamond League.

Javelin thrower Neeraj had 
become the first Indian to win 
Olympic Gold in Athletics, seventh 
medal for India in Tokyo Olympics, 
the country’s highest ever. He gave 
his best throw of 87.58 to bag the 
Gold Medal. Shooter Abhinav 
Bindra had bagged gold in Beijing 

By Rajeev Ranjan Roy

By Shagun Kapoor

he Haryana State Higher TEducation Council (HSH-
EC) has organized a one-

day workshop on ‘Minimizing 
Misuse of RTI’ in Panchkula. With 
this, the RTI Act will be proved as a 
major step taken against corruption, 
which serves to bring more 
transparency in the working of the 
government or administration; but 
RTI should not be misused for the 
wrong means. Also, the citizens can 
get the relevant information from 
any department of the government.

On the occasion, the Chairman 
of HSHEC, Prof Brij Kishore 
Kuthiala suggested that a 
committee in the council can be 
formed which will consist of Public 
Information Officers (PIOs), first 
Appellate Authorities, Advocates, 
RTI experts, etc to take up RTI-
related problems of the state 
universities and provide guidance.

Further, the Vice- Chairperson 
of HSHEC, Dr. Kailash Chander 
Sharma, told Haryana Review that 
the RTI Act empowers citizens to 
get the answers to their questions 
and build better-informed citizens. 
Also, the channel of RTI should not 
be used with the intent of 
blackmailing and misusing and 
emphasized that the process and 

Urvashi Gulati further discussed 
the significance of the RTI Act, 
and said that the RTI Act should be 
regarded as a public good, is a 
crucial pillar for the functioning of 
a transparent and vibrant 
democracy and relevant to the 
interest of the citizens. Also, “one 
should not underestimate the value 
of this right”, she added.

The Haryana State Higher 
Education Council (HSHEC) has 
recommended considering 
'Bachelor of Vocational Degree’ 
(B. Voc), equivalent to any other 
three-year Bachelor Degree. With 
this, the students would be able to 
get jobs, wherein, a Bachelor 
Degree in any discipline is the 
eligibility condition for 
employment.

procedure of the RTI Act should be 
thoroughly understood by PIOs and 
first appellate authorities, he added.

During the event, an expert 
Speaker, Mr. Ajay Jagga further 
explained the RTI Act in detail to 
the participants in the workshop, 
stating its meaning, main 
objectives, important provisions 
and certain significant judgments of 
the Supreme Court. He further 
pointed out that only genuine RTI 
applications should be processed 
further. Also, the standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) for 
certain common issues may be 
formed by the State Government, 
said the speaker.

The former Chief Secretary and 
former State Information 
Commissioner of Haryana, Mrs. 
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